[MODEL] PROCLAMATION

Office of the Mayor

City of [name of city, state]
WHEREAS,  April 14, 2014 has been declared as the fourth Global Day of Action on Military Spending, coinciding with the release by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) of its annual statistics on global military spending; and
WHEREAS, April 15, 2014 is tax day in the United States; and
WHEREAS, global military spending reached $1.75 trillion in 2012; and
WHEREAS, in 2012, during a time of continuing domestic financial hardship, the U.S. spent $682 billion on its military, as much as the next 11 top spenders combined, accounting for nearly two-fifths of the world total; and 

WHEREAS, maintaining the current U.S. nuclear arsenal, buying replacement bombers, missiles and submarines, and upgrading bombs and warheads, as currently planned, will exceed $1 trillion over the next 30 years; and

WHEREAS, cuts to federal programs such as Community Block Development Grants, Section 8 Housing Vouchers, and Head Start are forcing cities, local agencies and non-profits to lay off staff, reduce or eliminate services, delay infrastructure projects and reduce program benefits to low and moderate income families; and
WHEREAS, the bi-partisan U.S. Conference of Mayors at its 2013 Annual Meeting unanimously adopted a resolution Calling for U.S. Leadership in Global Elimination of Nuclear Weapons and Redirection of Military Spending to Domestic Needs, which declares that, “our nation’s deep economic crisis can only be addressed by adopting new priorities to create a sustainable economy for the 21st century,” and “calls on the President and Congress to reduce military spending and to reinvest those funds in programs to address the dramatic increase in poverty and inequality in our country; take emergency measures to repair the social safety net and protect Social Security and Medicare; create jobs, retrain displaced workers, including military contractors, rebuild deteriorating physical infrastructure,  invest in new technologies for a sustainable energy future, and aid local government to restore and maintain vital public services, reemploying teachers, police, firefighters and other workers.”
NOW, THEREFORE, I [name], Mayor of the City of [name of city, state], do hereby proclaim April 14 and 15, 2014 as 
“Days of Action on Military Spending”
in [name of city, state] to draw attention to the bloated military budget and call for redirection of military spending to meet domestic needs.
